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Oitice of Saw’ Swan, M. aD, 
13 West 38th Street. 


Office Hours: 
10 to] 5 to 7. 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 


Dr. 8. SWAN. 


O WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 





One of the Physicians of the Board of Health having made a 
statement concerning the consequences, should a case of small pox 
appear in the ‘‘ House of the Holy Family,” a charitable institution 
under my charge, I wrote to the Sanitary Superintendent the following 
letter—omitting names. 

Dear Sir:—I learned at the ‘‘ House of the Holy Family 7 
that you have said, that Should a case of small-pox appear there, 
you could sot report that ceri thing possiéle had been done to prevent 
it.” Asa report of that nature would injure the reputation of any 
public institution in the estimation of the unthinking public, I deem 
it my duty to let you know what has been done, and how pertfect'y 
every person is protected against small- pox. 

The usual mode for prevention, is to insert in the organism 
through the medium o: the arm, the virus of vaccine, which. a.ter due 
incubation produces a pustule similar to the small-pus pustule, (and 
without which the vaccination is no protection), and the product of 
that vaccination protects the patient from small:pox. ‘This is cruce 
homeeopathic treatment as itis a dike, curing a dhe, for if the germs 
of the sthall-pox were not in the patient to be cured, the virus of vac- 
cine would have no effect. [ vaccinate by wiving the virus internally 
in a potentized or attenuated form, eetting rid by that process of tne 
paisonous pus, that conveys into the system germs of other discasez, 
notably syphilis and tuberculesis, and catising the patient to be more 
susceptable to the attacks of scarlet fever and diphtheria. 

I use the virus of variola in many cases, believing 74g/ to be the 
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most perfect prophylactic against the disease, as well (as I have 
proved it to be), the most successful agent in curing it, 

By using it in a highly attenuated form, it is brought to the plane 
of the miasm that causes an attack. similar to the imponderable and 
intangible miasms of malazia, typhus and scarlet fever, etc, : 

On the 17th of February I sent to the ‘‘House’a quantity of sma 
lozenges or tablets six millemetres in diameter and three thick, med- 
icated with a high potency of variolinum, one tablet to be given tu each, 
person in the house at night, and one the next morning, ahd that was 
all they had. WG : 

About the third day a number of the inmates became sick, and 
by the fifth day 160 of the 200 had all the preliminary symptoms. of 


small-pox, commencing with a dullness of the head, severe pains in 


the back and limbs which became quite numb. Chills. followed by 
high fever, violent headache, white coated tongue, great thirst, severe 
pain in the epigastric region, with vomiting, ,mostly of greenish water, 
and in many cases profuse diarrhoea ; about 20 had to remain in bed 
two days; a number had perfectly formed small-pox pustules on various 
parts of the body, . mostly! on abdomen and back, which 
passed away leaving no scat. By the 25th, of February they were all 
well, except of the pustules, and appearipg in better health than usual, 
About forty including all ages were not affected at all by the medicine, 
It cannot be doubted that the sickness was caused by the medicine as 
all were affected alike except in intensity. * Every new comer is af 
once given a tablet night, and morning, and I con- 
sider there are none so perfectly protected as the inmates of that 
Home, as all those affected, had the disease in amodified form, and 
there is no better protection against small-pox, than the disease itself, - 

In 1868 I treated a case of small-pox, with a high potency of 
variolinum, giving frequent doses, commencing, at the time of the ery- 
sipelatous appearance of the face, before the pustules had appeared 
prominently, The next day the inflammation had disappeared, and: 
the pustules had aborted ; on the third day the scab dropped off 
leaving no mark, and on the sixth day the patient was attending to 
his business, Since that time it has been used by many physicians in 
various places with uniform success. ‘To show how effective it is in 
the worst of cases, I send you a pamphlet, on the 8th and gth pages 
of which you will see a case reported by Dr. Cochran of this city. As 
many may not have seen the pamphlet I copy the case as follows : 

Mr, , zt 35. Exposed from April 1st to roth, to.small-pox in a 
fellow clerk : for several days had terrible pains in back, more in right sidey. 


ever and below shoulder blade ; muscles sore to touch ; nausea; pains all 
over ; tongue clean ; had taken blue pills. 


,.. Saw him April 22nd. Eruption had come out all over him. Body com- 
pletely covered v7ith large pustules, face one.mass, confluent; mouth and, — 
sauces lined with pustules and tongue covered ; constant hawking of mucug 
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bowels constipaied ; pulse 126. Déelitieis.; gave Varielinum, 6.M. May~ 
Ist, pulse 120. Teimpertattire 16414. Feat of déath, wild excitement; beg. 
ging to know if he was to die, and before senténce compleied would drop 


into a heavy sleep ; Joud stertorous breathing ; jaw dropped; pupils con- 
tracted ; breath horribly offensive; teeth covered with thick, brown slime, 
centre of tongue perfectly black mucus membrane of mouth arnd™ pharynx, 
deep purple crimson, with gangrenous appearance, Skin of face and neck 
Wherever visible, of a deep, dark purple hue; odor from person like a fetid 
Steam ; very little control over tongue and jaw ; the latter fallen, and tongue’ 
protruding when he was asleep. The effort to speak when. he waked up, 
causing violent tremblings of the jaw, and tongue with difficulty retracted ; it 
was dry and stiff, looking like a mass of putrid flesh; the urine continued 
through the attack, free and dark colored, a 

Gave Variolinum C, M.M_ (Swan) in water, a teaspoonful every half” 
hour. May 2nd, called with Pr. Ostrom, tound patient almost convalescent. 
Temp. 100%, pulse 96, and moderately strong; color of Skin and mucus 
membrane almost a natural red; mind clear’; patient wide awake, rather 
Jively and talkative ; centre of tongue changed’ from black to brown, and the 
stiff dryness gone: From this time he continutd to improve without draw: 
back, and on 25th of May went out. June r2 perfectly well, with a few* 
pocks on nose and on a small place in forehead. 

As a public official, I do not suppose that you have any  preju- 
dices, but are anxious to adopt any plan that will prove to be the 
most efficacious, for the prevention and cute of this terrible disease. 
I therefore without hesitation'call your attention: 

First, to the pleasant and agreeable mode of administering the 
preventative, the patient having only to'take a small sugar lozenge: 

Second, to its ‘absolute power to protect, in that it is capable of. 
producing the disease itself, than which there is no better protection.. 

Third, that its use in hospitals, would shorten‘ the. periods, and 
curé the patients without leaving a mark on them, if applied before 
the destruction of tissue had progressed too far. : 

You may be surprised that this has not been made known before. 
I answer: first, because it is not so uniformly effecti ve unless used in 
high attenuations ; second, but few homceopathic practitioners be- 
lieve in the efficacy*of high potencies, basing their doubts upon a 
theory, and not an attual experiment ; and thirdly, because we have 
been shut out from all hospitals and public institutions where its* 
value might be demonstrated. In 1876 I gave the then Chief of 
Staff of the hospitals on Blackwell’s Island, some variolinum with in- 
structions howto use it. He promised to do so, but I. have since 
léarned that hé’néver attempted to test its value. 

It wotild seem: to be the duty of those in power, to try this 
rémedy, for it is certainly as effective as I have stated. 

I will furnish the tablets medicated, fora trial, and assure you 
that it is from no desire for notoriety that I have written, for my name 
need not be mentioned and known only to yourself. 

One advantage I have omitted to mention, it would. save thou 
sands of'dollars a:year in expense. : 
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The effect upon the inmates of the Home was more intens2 than 
usual, because the children are mostly those who have suffered from 
want of proper food or care, before coming to the ‘‘ House,” and are 
the inheritors of a diseased organism, A single tablet would havé 
een sufficient protection. I have no fear that any one of those who 
took the tablets would take small-pox even if a bad case should be 
‘ntrodiiced in the ‘* House’’—neither dol believe that a vaccine pustule 
can be produced on them, though if vaccinated, some might have sore 
arms from poisonous pus, ae 

~ With great respect, etc; 
SAMUEL SWAN, M.D. 

* Two weeks after they, had all recovered so far as symptoms showed— 
and subsequent to the writing of this letter, seven of those who had small- | 
pox pustules on them had an attack of varicella (a common sequelz to an 
epidemic of small-pox.) of the conoid variety, which in due time disappeared, 

Sonn after sending this letter, one of the physicians called at the 
home by appointment and had-a large number of those who, hdd been 
sick; brought to him and he made all the enquiries he wished.,to satis- 
fy himself that they. became sick subsequent to taking the tablets, and 
all vfere alike sick exceptin intensity. , | 
. He afterward called on ine, stated that the Board of Health were 
very much interested in the subject.of my letter and would like’ to 
make trials of the medicine in the hospitals——I furnished them the 
medicated tablets, and gave careful instructions how, they should be 
used. ne | ee hae 

Without my knowledge, and before the children had fully recov- 
ered their vitality he went there and vaccinated twenty-three of them, 
All but one took: had hewaited two weeks longer wot one would 
have taken, and this statement can be verified by other physicians. 
It is well known that when a person is convalescent from a sickness, 
such as pneumonia, or diphtheria -for instance, and from some cause 
become again sick, it is usually in the line of the disease they are re- 
covering from. So small-pos patients, when convalescing, if vaccin- 
ated, will have a primary, vesicle form on the arm—while if they have 
recovered their usual vitality, it would have no effect. In this case,, 
whether from the enfeebled conditions of the patients, or from the 
poisonous nature of the vaccine, they produced terrible ulcers on the 


_.. arms, some over two inches in ciameter, with large abscesses 


in other parts of the body, with great suffering, and confining. 
many to the bed—but I was informed that such were very 
common. They are no protection against smajl-pox, and greatly dis- 
figure the arm. | | 

I had supposed that these gentlemen were in earnest in their de- 
sire to make an honest investigation, and vhat nothing would be made 








<8 


-apublic, till they had experimented long enough to ascertain the truth — 


but for some unaccountal le reason, they came out in the Zribune 
of the Sth instant with the following article-—which from its misstate- 
ments and unwarranted conclusions, ‘scems dictated by a desire to 
forestall public opinion : : 


SWALLOWING SMALL-POX. 


i ; ie ue ai a 
A VERY PECULIAR MEDICAL THEORY PUT IN PRACTICE IN AN INSTITUTION 
7 FOR CHILDREN. 


“Are these children vaccinated ?” said a physician of, the Health De- 


“partment’s Vaccinating Corps to the elderly doctor in charge of the institu 


tion he was visiting. a Nis i Use 
‘+ They are,” responded the elder man of physic. 
‘But where are the marks on their arms?” 
‘: There are none.” 
“ You vaccinate them on their legs?” oe 
‘No, they swallowed it,” said the elder with a bland smile. , 
Then the two doctors regarded each other, on one side with amazement, 


‘on the ther with a defiant consciousness of virtue and an upright mind. 


The vaccinating doctor was harrowed up by awful thoughts of children lunches 
ing on quills and ivory points. But the swallowing doctor kindly tame to 
his aid’ by: producing a bottle of small white lozenges. ‘© These are what I 
give,” he said.” They contain a very Ligh attenuation of the matter from a 
small-pox pustule, and, if swallowed, they not only cure but prevent small. 
pox, peng ES 

‘The speaker was Dr. S Swan, whois in charge of, the ‘House of the 
Holy Family,” in Second avenue, near Eighth strect. This is a Roman Catho- 
lic charitable institution for children whose parents are unable or unfit to care 
forthem. It contains at present about 200 youns girls, between the ages of 
five and seventeen, | A short time since it was reported to the Health Board 
that there was a Case of small-pox in the home. A physician was sent up, 
and found that the sickness was not dcase of smallpox. Tie also found 


“that both Mrs. Starr, a wealthy Jady who is interested in the institution, and 


Jr. Swan were strongly oppesed to.the ordinary method of vaccination and 
were Arm believers in the eflicacy of small-pox virus taken internally. Sub- 
sequently Dr. Day went there, but failed to see Mrs. Starr, and finding that 
many of the children avere absolutely unvaccinated and without protection 
from small-pox, Dr. J. B. Taylor, the chief of the Vaccinating Bureau. visited 
the home and vaccinated twenty-five children. Dr. Swan courteously con- 
eented, but held to his theory. ‘His theory and his lozenges, however, were 
better for ornament than for use. In’everv case the vaccination took thor- 
oughly, showing that these little girls would have fallen victims to small-pox 
had they been exposed. Dr. Swan, although nominally a bhomceopathic 
physician, 1s not considered a regular homoeopath, if the expression is allow- 
able, and he carries the extremest views of Liahnemann in his last days to 
ihe farthest point. Ile believes, 35 do some eclectic physicians, that the in- 
ternal administration of the virus in smali-pox and in some other contagious 
diseases would result in prevention, or in the cure of a patient already sick. 
His process of preparing the lozenges showed the attenuation doctrine Care 
ried out to its Jast limit. He obtained one drop of matter from a pustule om 


ak ; é 


a person ill with small-pox, This was diluted with 100 drops of water. Thea 
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a drop of this solution was diluted with too drops of water, and the proéess 
continued wttil abot the millionth atténtiation was reached: Thei, pro- 
euring little sugar pellets of lozenges, he placed a drop of this very much 
weakened water with a glass rod on each lozenge. It is needless to say that 
neither in taste, smell, appearance or effect do these lozenges differ from 
powdered sugar. Dr. Swan said that any one taking these lozenges would 
be ill soon afterward with a very mild form of varioloid. A. bottle of them 
has been procured .at the Health Department, and they have been freely 
swallowed by various persons without effect. : Phere have been strong ex- 
pressions of opinion, however, in regard:to the danger of leaving children 
ee to small-pox through the mistaken ideas of their guardians. 

ei, Taylor Says. plLierciare:some eclectic: physicians and some 
ane to be homcopaths who sincerely believe in the efficacy of this inter 
nal administration of virus. While this seems ridiculous to all well-instructed 
physicians and to most of the laity, we nevertheless wish to convince these 
people by actual facts obtained under circumstances most favorable to them, 
and we are thercfore instituting some experiments that will settle this matter 
conclusively, and we hope to prevent in future the danger of having the ine 
mates of asylums and institutions left unvaccinated.” 

Omitting any reference to the commencement, I notice, first, that 
the supposed case of small-pox, was one of the girls who had recently 
come to the home and was under the effects of medicine given her, 
The assumption that the children who were vaccinated would have 
had the small-pox if they had been exposed, is about as sensible as to 
say that a patient convaleseing from a small-pox hospital, would fall: 
a victim to small-pox again, because, if vaccinated then, it would take 
as is well known. That carrying out the views of Hahnemann is evi- 
dence that'a physician is not-a homegopath will be news to members of 
that school. ‘Lhe writer of that article says ‘‘ That neither in taste, 
smell, appearance or effect do-these lozenges differ from powdered 
sugar.” If that is true, how can he account for the number of persons 
made sick by taking them? why those were made sick who had vac- 
cine marks on the arm, as well as-those who had none, and why a 
large number were not affected at all, and that those who were 
sick were all similarly affected? Dr. Swan never said ‘‘ that amy 
one taking these lozenges would be ill soon afterward with-a mild 
form of varioloid” what he dud say was; that any person who had in 
them the germs of small-pox (thatiis; who would be in danger of 
taking the disease if exposed to it,) would on taking the remedy be 
affected in a greater or Oe degree with-a-mild form of vatiola. The 
writer seems to think that as various persons around the health office 
tog the lozenges .avithous elect, that) they. were. worthless ; 
would he arrive at the conclusion, that the vaccine matter was worth- 
less, had he vaccinated them all withbut effect? Conrmoun: sense 

would account for itin both cases by saying that the persons were 
‘positive against the virus in whatever form-it was presented. Of 
course it must secm ridiculous to ‘‘all well instructed physiciatts ” 
who are profoundly ignorant on homceopathy, and:who form their’ 

















Opinions by a process of reasoning from an assumed theory, and not 
from honest, careful experiment, that the internal administration of 
3 : 3 et 

the virus, is just as efficacious as the crude mode usually adopted. 
But there are others and a large number not among the ‘‘ learned 
ignorant ” who believe the /ac/s, as seen with their own eyes, and ‘let 
‘ well instructed physicians” account foritas-they please. The writer 
oftne article,in conclusion, ‘‘hopes to prevent in future the danger of 
having the inmates of asylums and institutions left unvaccinated.” 

‘Lhe following statistics show where the danger lies : : 

|. ‘iStatistigs show that out of 15,171 $mall-pox cases in the London hospi- 
tals, from 1876 to 1880, 11,412 were vaccinated; Out of 2,054 cases of small- 
pox among the persons employed on the French railways in 1873,,1,382 had 
been vaccinated and 46 had been re-vaccinated. Out of 24,994 .Gases ob- 
served by Drs. Quinn, Lambert, and Reese, in the London small-pox hospi- 
tals that were not vaccinated, 4.707 or about 15.03 percent idied. OF 44). 
O34 cases treated in the London and Dublin hospitals that were vaccinated, 
8.496, or 18 8 per cent died. These figures show that the mortality is about 
the same amongst those that are vaccinated as it is amongst those who are 


yot. Dr. William Jebb, of London, says that 80 per cent of the mortality 
from smail-pox comes from vaccinated cases.” 


Further comment is unnecessary. 
SAMUEL SWAN,. M.D., 
13 West 38th Street, 
New York. 
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